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The importance of improving the living conditions 
in the Rose Hill community, Jasper County, Mississippi, can 
not "be overstressed. In any society the standards of liv­
ing should of necessity be raised as civilization advances. 
All factors which affect the use of available facilities 
for the improvement of a community should be analyzed in 
the light of present day needs. The use of household 
appliances which improve living conditions in the home 
should be studied in order to determine what is needed to 
make home life desirable to the youth of the present period. 
There are many signs which point toward improvement in the 
economic and social status of Negroes during the twentieth 
century. 
The past decade has demonstrated forcefully the 
importance of continuing to improve the living conditions 
in the home and local community. The community is an impor­
tant factor in the lives of all its citizens. It is espe­
cially significant for children. The influences in the 
community affect the lives of all who are members within its 
limits. These influences in terms of minimum services are: 
(1) markets for buying and selling goods and services, 
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(2) schools, (3) a place to worship, (I4.) adequate communi­
cation, (5) transportation, (6) literature, (7) recreation­
al facilities, and (8) banking services. The establish­
ments mentioned give necessary services to a community. In 
the Rose Hill community five of these are missing, namely: 
adequate communication, transportation, library facilities, 
recreational facilities, and banking services. This lack 
of mentioned services to the community poses a serious edu­
cational problem which deserves immediate attention. 
The Problem. The problem is to propose or to find 
a method of utilizing available resources to the extent 
that more minimum services may be provided and the youth of 
the Rose Hill community will not find it necessary to go 
outside the community to secure finances to support the 
families. 
Definition of Terms Used. 
Utilization means to make profitable or serviceable by 
applying it to some use. 
Available means capable of being employed or made use of 
with advantage. 
Facilities refer to aids or conveniences. 
Living; Condition refers to the socio-economic status of the 
people interviewed. 
Other terms used in connection with the tabulent 
data are: 
Mean is the average of a group of numbers. 
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Median means the value of the middle item when the items 
are arranged according to size. 
Range means the difference between the minimum and the max­
imum items in a series. 
Significance of Problem. The significance of this 
problem is determined by the lack of interest and the slow 
progress of the high school students in their school work. 
The problem is significant because of the increasing number 
of children that have left home to seek work to help pay 
family debts. 
Delimitations of the Problem. This study is lim­
ited to the twenty-six families comprised of forty-four 
members whose responses to the questionnaires submitted 
furnished data on living conditions. These twenty-six fam­
ilies encompass a radius of fifteen miles and constitute 
the high school enrollment of the Rose Hill community. 
Assumptions. It is assumed that the improvement of 
living conditions of this community cannot be made within 
the limits of present incomes of the families interviewed 
for this study; that a workable solution to this problem is 
necessary for the continuance of habitation in the community. 
Sources and Methods Used to Secure Data. The book 
by Sydnor and Bennett, A Mississippi History, provided some 
historical information of the progress of the high school 
for Negroes of the Rose Hill community.1 Information 
Charles Sydnor and Claude Bennett. A Mississippi 
History, (Hew York: Rand McNally and Company, 193^)• 
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concerning the selling of farm products was obtained from a 
local postmaster. It describes the progress of Jasper 
County school during the principalship of John L. Palmer, 
I9I4.O to 19^1. Data on the size of the Rose Hill community 
was furnished by Mrs. M. S. Walls, county supervisor for 
Negroes. The data on the living conditions, farm and home 
equipment, crops grown, economic status and transportation 
were obtained by questionnaires. Interviews with old res­
idents provided valuable information on the historical 
background of the community. A portion of the statistics 
used in this study was secured from achievement tests 
given by the investigator and six high school teachers 
under the supervision of the county supervisor. 
Procedure Followed in Collecting Data. The materi­
al obtained by the use of the questionnaires was analyzed 
and set forth in a series of tables. Statistical calcula­
tions were made by the use of the means and median scores. 
A descriptive report is given on the information secured 
from other personnel in interviews and observations. A map 
is used to show the location of families in the community 
who were interviewed by the investigator. The findings will 
he presented in Chapter III. 
Treatment of Findings. A careful study has been 
made of all documentary materials that are available. The 
reports of the county supervisor were examined to gain 
information regarding the size of the community and to 
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compare the school work of students of the Rose Hill com­
munity with that of students from other communities of the 
O 
county. Information gained by questionnaires and inter­
views has been used to indicate an accurate picture of the 
available facilities and to show to what extent these facil­
ities were being utilized for the improvement of living con­
ditions of the families involved in this study. 
It was found that there was very little written 
material available concerning the community; hence, it was 
necessary to obtain data for this study by a combination of 
two methods which were interviews and questionnaires. 
In the light of what was available, it appears that 
the living conditions were lower than those found in many 
communities situated in other counties of similar size and 
resources. Accessible material will be examined and the 
findings based on answers to questionnaires and interviews 
will be presented, in order to show to what extent living 
conditions have been improved during the past quarter cen­
tury, and to what extent the students of these families 
have progressed in scholastic achievement. The social, 
economic, and physical conditions of the families will be 
examined. 
2 
County Supervisor Records, Department of Educa­
tion, Bay Springs, Mississippi. 
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The Historical Background of Rose Hill Community 
Geographical Location. Rose Hill, one of the nine 
communities which make up Jasper County, is located in the 
southeastern part of the county. The founders named the 
town from a patch of wild roses found growing on the summit 
of a hill on which the town is located.3 The community is 
bound on the north by Newton County, on the east by Lauder­
dale County, on the south by Clark County, and on the west 
by Bay Spring, Jasper Comity. The size of the community is 
a radius of fifteen miles by school bus routes. The commu­
nity is made up of several neighborhoods. At one time each 
neighborhood had its own small postoffice; these, however 
now have been consolidated with the postoffice at Rose Hill. 
No railroad operates to Rose Hill, hence, mail is carried 
by trucks to Pachuta in Clark County. This means that the 
nearest point of railroad connection is twenty-seven miles 
from the center of the Rose Hill community. The following 
map shows the location of the twenty-six families inter­
viewed in the Rose Hill community. 
Rose Hill as a Farm Community. Farming has always 
been the chief occupation for earning a livelihood in the 
Rose Hill community. The land is hilly, the soil is large­
ly sandy loam, and requires constant terracing to prevent 
Interview with Mr. Pruitt, July 29, 195^4-* Mr. 
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1. The Triangles (^) represent the homes interviewed 
2. The Asterisks represent the homes not responding, 
3. The straight lines ( ) represent the main roads. 
![.«• The broken lines ( ) represent narrow lanes. 
5. The capital (N)s represent neighborhoods. 
8 
soil erosion. 
A few gravel pits have been located in the commu­
nity; timber, pine and oak, are in abundance; the soil has 
been robbed of fertility by the lack of terracing and rota­
tion of crops. Pastures are in need of clearing, mowing, 
and rotation. Farmers show a lack of interest in growing 
hay crops for livestock. Only a few farmers profit from 
the poultry industry. Timber is allowed to waste on many 
farms. The climate is in general even. During the past 
thirty-five years the community has suffered two major 
storms, one in March of 1920, and another in May of 1933. 
The chief crops raised in the community are: 
cotton, corn, sugar cane, peanuts, and peas. Crops are 
marketed by truck transportation to Newton in Newton Coun­
ty; Laurel in Jones County; Pachuta in Clark County; and 
Bay Springs in Jasper County. 
Available Facilities of the Community. Facilities 
for the improvement of the community have been increased 
during the past ten years by the electrical power company 
of Laurel in Jones County, twenty-six miles southwest of 
Rose Hill. Butane gas is supplied to the community from 
Heidelburg in Jasper County, eighteen miles southwest of 
Rose Hill. Modern farm equipment such as: tractors, cul­
tivators, etc., has been introduced to a few farmers by 
various agricultural teachers. 
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The Standard of Living. The importance of a study 
of the living conditions in Rose Hill community can not be 
over emphasized in an ever changing society. As a segment 
of Jasper County, the living standards of Rose Hill must be 
equal to those of other communities of county. Impressions 
obtained during interviews of respondents have led to the 
s belief that the Negro farmers of this community can be 
encouraged to use to their advantage the resources and 
facilities that are available to improve their standard of 
living in the home and on the farm. 
Types of Homes. The homes in the Rose Hill commu­
nity which are owned by Negroes are similar to those found 
in other communities of the county as to size of structures. 
Observation will show that the materials used in the build­
ing of the homes are good. All of the homes owned by 
Negroes in the community are frame buildings. The houses 
are not screened. Fifteen homes have no wells; their water 
is provided from open springs. Eight families have open 
wells. Three householders possess electrical water pumps. 
Seven of the twenty-six families interviewed lived in 
painted houses. 
Home Conveniences. Much can be said about the 
effect of home conveniences on children's school work. 
Wofford believes that conditions existing in the homes very 
largely determine the child's behavior outside of it; that 
his behavior at school is merely a reflection of what he is 
10 
at home.^" The reader may be able to draw his own conclu­
sions from an examination of the data found in Table VII 
(see page 26) a fuller presentation and treatment of the 
available home facilities are made. 
Farm Equipment. The first settlers of the commu­
nity carried on agricultural pursuits with the one and two 
horse plows. The present generation has continued this 
practice to a large extent. The advantages derived from 
modem farm machinery for example have not been utilized 
substantially by the Negro farmers of the community. Trucks 
have become a necessity since the only means of transport­
ing produce to the nearby towns is by motor carriers; yet, 
many farmers still depend upon their neighbors for their 
transportation. 
Kinds of Transportation. It has been pointed out 
that the only means of transportation for marketing goods 
provided in Rose Hill community is by trucks. For communi­
cation there are no trains or buses which pass through the 
town of Rose Hill. Therefore passenger cars are necessary; 
yet very few farmers own automobiles. Five of the twenty-
six families interviewed own passenger cars. This condi­
tion frequently led to overloaded and uncomfortable trips 
to nearby towns. 
^"Kate V. Wofford, Teaching in Snail Schools.. 
(New York: The Macmillan Company, 194-7)* P* 19 • 
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From interviews it would seem that the Negro 
families of the Rose Hill community have made slow progress 
in the improvement of their living conditions. Little 
progress in Rose Hill community has led to a decline of 
interest in scholastic achievements by the children. 
There is a desire to leave the community as observed 
from conversations of the high school students. The lack 
of or the failure to use the available facilities effec­
tively has contributed toward augmenting the number of 
children who have left home to seek more satisfactory 
employment and environments. The decrease in the number 
of children who live at home is revealed in the investiga­
tion which shows that seven families have from four to 
seven children in the family while only two siblings reside 
at home. Six families have from three to six members in 
the family, yet only one child lives in the home of his or 
her parents • Two families told the writer that their off­
springs had left home to find work that would enable the 
family to pay past due notes and to help provide for the 
members of the family left at home. 
This investigation shows the economic status of the 
twenty-six families at Rose Hill, Mississippi. An analysis 
^Based on replies of Mrs. M. E. Jones and Mrs. b. 
W, Barlow to questionnaires, October 21, 1954-» Rose Hill, 
Mississippi. See Appendix I, for a facsimile of the 
questionnaire used in this study. 
of the results from questionnaires, interviews, and tests 
will he examined to find the relationships that exist 
"between these families who are making use of the available 
facilities and those who are not. 
CHAPTER II 
THE EFFECTS OF THE COMMUNITY FARM LIFE ON THE STUDY 
HABITS OF THE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 
A community is judged not so much by its popula­
tion* its buildings* or its volume of business, but it is 
evaluated in terms of the quality of living which is pro­
vided for the citizens. A community should not be so inter­
ested in large numbers of people as in the right kind of 
people. The right kind of people tends to settle in a com­
munity that has well-equipped schools, playgrounds, recrea­
tional facilities, and an opportunity to make a livelihood. 
Every community should wish to give its children adequate 
educational advantages, economic security, and skillful 
guidance. 
Developing Interest in Their Studies. It is impor­
tant for the future progress of the youth of Rose Hill com­
munity to improve their status both economically and 
intellectually. 
Economj c Influences. The economic status of every 
family will affect directly or indirectly the study habits 
of each child. Ogburn and Nimkoff relate the effects of 
family status on its members in the following statement: 
When families are centers of affection between 
mates, parents, and children; when they are the 
i4 
greatest agency in society for the economic func­
tions; and when families become attached to so 
stable a property as land, it seems natural that 
the family reputation should be very significant 
in determining status.6 J 6 
It is believed that one of the most effective ways 
to improve the economic living conditions of the Rose Hill 
community lies in the work of the school in preparing each 
student to take his place in family life as a parent, and 
to take that place in harmony with the best we know about 
family living. It is the responsibility of the school per­
sonnel to point out to pupils and their parents the impor­
tance of the proper use of electricity and of the economical 
and physical advantages which are derived from the utiliza­
tion of electrical energy. 
Labor Saving Devices. Can the community conserve 
her human resources by the use of available facilities? 
The families with low incomes and little or no modern facil­
ities have a larger number of children out of school than 
the families who possess modern household and farm equipment. 
Students show fatigue, malnutrition, lack of energy, and 
often drop out of school at an early age. Youth should be 
taught to work effectively, and to use labor saving devices 
which will help them to increase production at a lower cost 
in effort, time and in acreage. Gwynn points out the 
^William P. Ogbum and Mjer F. Nimkoff, Sociology 
(New York: Houghton-Mifflin Publishing Company, l%-°)» 
P. 712. 
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necessity of training each child to become economically 
independent in the following statement: 
Prom the age of five or six, every child has 
as one of his ambitions the earning of some money 
entirely his own. If this ambition is thwarted in 
the child, if no opportunity or training in eco­
nomic independence is given to him, his energy and 
his ambitions â e liable to be turned in other and 
much less desirable directions.' 
Since mechanical power has been found beneficial in 
farming, the writer believes that the youths of Rose Hill 
community should be taught how to utilize mechanical devices 
for their best economic interests. It would seem that this 
policy will provide more time for study and preserve much 
of the pupils' time which is consumed by manual work. 
The Value of Trained Leaders. Youths need the 
guidance that will help them in discovering their own 
talents. Effective guidance is also necessary to prepare 
youths to find and develop a place in which they can live 
useful lives in their community. Youths should be taught 
that they have a right to contribute to the welfare of their 
fellowman. The Rose Hill community needs more trained 
advisors to help the young people plan for the future in 
terms of self realization and economic competency. 
It is interesting to note that Rose Hill community 
has access to the services of such trained leaders as a 
7J. Minor Gwynn, Curriculum Principles and Social 
Trends (New York: The Macmillan Company, 194-()> P« 00 • 
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county farm agent, home demonstration agent, vocational 
agricultural teacher, home economics teacher, and fourteen 
membors of the school staff. It would appear, however, 
that either the youth are not being reached or that there 
is a need for a more dynamic leadership. This leadership 
should arouse the youth to become more concerned about their 
unsolved economic and educational problem. There is no 
yardstick to be placed upon the value of effectiveness of 
trained advisors in a community other than the amount of 
progress made by the people whom they serve. 
Progressive Social Outlook. The history of the 
United States is one of progress. We have advanced from 
the crude settlement of pioneers who lived on the edge of 
the wilderness to a vast and rich nation with a continually 
expanding culture. We think of progress in the light of 
improved practices that are being instituted on the farms. 
Recreation is essential to the wholesome development of any 
community. The only source of recreation for the Rose Hill 
community is furnished by the school. 
The High School. The Jasper County Training School, 
received its accreditation as an Agricultural High School 
for Negroes of Mississippi during the school year of 194.0-
194-1 under the principalship of John L. Palmer. The total 
value of the frame buildings and equipment was $11,615. 
There were ten members of the school staff, and two lunch-
17 
room workers. Five of the teachers were college graduates. 
The total enrollment was three hundred and thirty-eight.® 
In 1953 ̂ he total enrollment of elementary and high school 
students was three hundred and eighty-two. During the same 
year the school has a staff of fourteen teachers. Eleven 
members of the staff were college graduates. 
During the fifteen years since accreditation a 
principal's home and a vocational agricultural teacher's 
home have been built. Also the football field has been 
graded. The lunchroom has been dismantled and the building 
converted into three classrooms for the elementary depart­
ment. In 1953 there were only two active clubs within the 
school, the "New Farmers of America" for boys, and the 
"Future Homemakers of America" for girls. During the school 
year of 1953-195^ the writer was instrumental in organizing 
a basketball club for girls, an English Roundtable club, a 
dramatic club and a choral club. 
It seems obvious that in order for the Rose Hill 
community to make substantial progress it will be necessary 
to secure more dynamic leadership in both the school and 
community. It is also apparent that these leaders must 
work more effectively for the common good of both the youth 
and adults in this rural community. 
Sydnor and Bennett, op. cit., p. 1^5» 
CHAPTER III 
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DATA 
This study is concerned with thirty families of the 
Rose Hill community, Jasper County, Mississippi. The thir­
ty subjects chosen were parents of the high school students 
of Jasper County Training School. Twenty-six of the thirty 
families responded to the interviews. The interviewees 
were not notified prior to the beginning of the survey. 
The writer found it necessary to take the questionnaires to 
each family. All questionnaires were filled out in the 
presence of the writer who explained the purpose of the 
question whenever necessary. It was believed that the 
study would be more meaningful if it included only the 
parents whose children were in attendance in the high school 
division of the Jasper County Training School, since, it 
was these students that were most affected by the existing 
conditions. 
Some tables included herein will show a total of 
forty-four replies. The responses in these tables are 
based on individual answers. There are eighteen families 
with two parents in each home and eight families with one 
parent. 
The total number of acres owned by the twenty-six 
families who responded is one thousand eight hundred and 
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eighty-five acres. Table I reveals the status of home 
ownership with reference to the families interviewed for 
this study. To secure this information the question, "Do 
you own your home? " was asked. 
TABLE I 
HOME OWNERSHIP OP THE ROSE HILL COMMUNITY 
Question Answers 
Do you own your No 
home? Yes No Response 
20 6 1}. 
The ownership of home is an important factor in 
contributing to the student's feeling of security. Twenty 
families or seventy-seven per cent of them own their homes. 
Twelve or forty-six per cent of the families own farms 
large enough to produce sufficient crops for the entire 
family. Three families who are sharecroppers have moved 
twice to different communities during the four-year period 
of their children's high school work. After each interrup­
tion it was necessary for the student to make adjustments to 
new schoolmates and teachers. It is concluded that the 
limited time spent in each school has been one of the many 
factors which have contributed to the scholastic retardation 
g 
of the school children who are members of the families. 
9 
See Permanent School Records, Office of the Princi­
pal, Jasper County Training School, Rose Hill, Mississippi. 
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The number of acres owned or operated, the number 
in cultivation and the average acreage used for pastureland 
are  p resen ted  in  Tab le  I I .  
TABLE II 
LAND STATUS OP THE FAMILIES OP THE ROSE HILL COMMUNITY 
Acres Owned Acres in Acres in 
Family or Operated Cultivation Pastureland 
xAy 150 75 25 xBy 150 75 25 
xCy 125 70 25 
xDy 125 65 25 
xEy 125 65 25 
xFy 85 60 25 
xGy 75 5o 20 
xHy 75 5o 20 
xly 75 5o 20 
xJy 75 5o 20 
xKy 60 3k 20 
xLy 60 30 20 
xMy 5o 30 20 
xNy 5o 30 20 
xOy 5o 30 20 
xPy 5o 30 20 
xQy 5o 30 20 
xRy 5o 30 20 
xSy 50 25 20 
xTy 5o 25 16 
xUy 5o 25 15 
xVy iiO 25 15 
xWy 30 20 10 
xXy 30 20 10 
xYy 30 15 5 
xZy 25 15 5 
Total 26 1785 102ij. I4-86 
Mean 71.11 1|44- 15.16 
Median 50 30 20 
Range 25 to 150 15 to 75 5 to 25 
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Size of Farm. There are three hundred and seventy-
one acres of land that are not being used for cultivation 
or used for pastures provides the families with timber that 
is sold as pulpwood.10 The farm units of the six share­
croppers are, also, included in this table, in order to 
show how much land is being used for cultivation and for 
pastureland by the twenty-six families interviewed. There 
are two hundred and five acres of land operated by the 
sharecroppers. 
The mean average owned by the families in this study 
is 71.11# the median average possessed is fifty, and the 
range extends from twenty-five to one hundred and fifty. 
The average number of acres in cultivation is Ijlf-.ij., and the 
average number of acres in pastureland is twenty. 
The livelihood of twenty-four families or ninety-two 
per cent of the persons interviewed depends entirely upon 
the production of agricultural products. Interviews with 
forty-four individuals reveal that twelve of the farms are 
large enough to support the families that live on them. 
Fourteen of the families own and operate not more than sixty 
acres of land. The cultivated parts of the fourteen smaller 
farms are from fifteen to thirty-four acres in size. Twenty-
three of the parents or fifty-three per cent of the inter­
viewees who were land owners stated that their farms were 
Based on Questionnaires, October, 19i?^J-» 
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not large enough to supply their families with the necessi­
ties for comfortable living. They expressed their desire 
to purchase more land whenever any became available for 
sale in the Rose Hill community.1"*" 
Table III shows the size of each home with reference 
to rooms and the number of children in each family. 
TABUS III 
HOME STATUS OP THE ROSE HILL COMMUNITY 
dumber or j>iumoer of Uhil- number of 
Family Rooms dren in Family Children at Home 
xAy 8 6 6 
xBy 8 6 5 
xCy 8 5 1 
xDy 8 k 1 
xEy 7 0 1 
xFy 7 K 2 
xGy 7 3 3 
xHy J 7 3 xly 0 k 1 
xJy 6 7 2 
xKy 6 6 2 
xLy 6 2 1 
xMy 6 5 3 
xNy 6 1 1 
xOy 6 1 1 
xPy 6 5 3 
xQy 6 3 1 
xRy 5 0 2 
xSy 5 6 3 
xTy 5 3 3 
xUy 5 5 3 
xVy 5 \ 3 
xWy 5 3 3 
xXy 5 k 2 
xYy k 0 0 
xZy k 6 2 
Totals 26 157 Hi). 56 
11 Based on interviews with Messrs. P. S. Williams, 
S. Tatum, G. L. Davis, L. M. Sims and others, October 
29> 1951+., Rose Hill, Mississippi. 
23 
The significance of Table III la that it shows the 
number of children who resided in the home at the time of 
this investigation# It is noted that in one family there 
are no children* in this instance the adult was a high school 
student. The homes presented in Table III are of sufficient 
size to afford enough space for the families that live in 
them. Only six families or twenty-three per cent reported 
that all of their children live at home. One family had no 
children. Nineteen families or seventy-three per cent of 
those interviewed in this study reported a total of fifty-
eight children who lived away from home. The age range of 
those that live away from homw was twelve to eighteen years. 
It is believed that an educational program which had as its 
goal the improvement of living conditions, economical and 
social for both youth and adults, would render the Rose 
Hill community a service which is greatly needed. It is 
maintained that the youth should be taught how to produce 
a larger yield of farm crops per acre and how to use these 
products at home to obtain the greatest benefits from them. 
Since the school is the principal educational institution 
located in this community, it seems obvious that the mem­
bers of the school should assume the responsibility for 
the development of a functional program which would be 
related to the economic and social needs of the citizens 
of Rose Hill, Mississippi. 
Table IV shows that nine families do not have fire 
^b-
in each room of their home. 
TABLE IV 
HEAT PROVIDED FOR THE HOME 
Question Answers 
Do you have fire in each 
room of your home? Yes No 
No 
Response 
17 9 b 
Status of Home Conditions. The question "Do you 
have fire in each room of your home? " was included in the 
questionnaires in order to determine the conditions under 
which students did their school work. At least one type of 
fuel, wood, was available to each family in Rose Hill com­
munity. 
The question "Do you have lights in each room of 
your home? " treated in Table V was asked in order to help 
determine the conditions under which the students did their 
school work. 
TABLE V 
ILLUMINATION OF HOMES IN THE ROSE HILL COMMUNITY 
Question Answers 
Do you have lights in 





2b 2 b 
One family stated that each room of his home was 
illuminated by the use of kerosene. Twenty-three families 
used electricity. Two families used two kerosene lamps in 
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one room and carried these to any room when there was need 
for a light. It appears that the two homes using kerosene 
would be more conducive to study with improved lighting. 
The problem of lights, however, does not seem to be a very 
serious one. 
The question in Table VI, "Do you and your spouse 
live together?" was asked to discover the number of broken 
homes in the community. 
TABLE VI 
MARITAL STATUS OP ROSE HILL COMMUNITY 
Question Answers 
Do you and your No 
spouse live to­ Yes No Response 
gether? 
18 8 k 
It was found that there were eight homes with one 
parent living in the home. Of the eight householders who 
answered "no" six are separated by death. One person is 
a divorcee. The other individual is a bachelor, who sup­
ports a mother and a niece, who is an orphan. It is obvious 
that the loss of either parent in any family seriously 
affects the life of the children. Children in broken homes 
should receive special guidance in order to help them to 
develop a sense of social security. Chisholm quotes Eurich 
and Wrenn as having said: 
Aptitude for school achievement consists of more 
Tk« I. R. Banks Library 
Prairie View A. & M. Colle«« 
Prai.rit Via*, lex&e 
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than mental capacity. The presence or absence 
of certain study skills, persistence factors 
in learning, motivation or purpose in learning, 
satisfaction to be derived, and cultural back­
ground are all significant determiners of 
aptitude for academic achievement.12 
Family disorganization in the Rose Hill community 
is considered small when compared with other communities of 
similar size in Jasper County, Mississippi. Seven homes 
are broken by death and one by divorce. 
Table VII lists the home appliances found in the 
homes of the twenty-six families interviewed. 
TABLE VII 
NUMBER OF HOME CONVENIENCES OF THE INTERVIEWEES 
OF ROSE HILL COMMUNITY 




Outdoor Toilets 11 
Washing Machines 10 
Deep Freeze Units 5 
Bathroom Facilities 3 
Television Sets 2 
Five of the families who own radios said that they 
regarded them as a means of keeping informed on current 
events. Nine families said their radios were the only 
13 
source of recreation that they could afford for themselves. 
12Leslie L. Chisholm, Guiding Youth in the Secondary 
School (New York: American Book Company, 194-5)> P* 257. 
^Based on interviews with Mistresses B. M. Burd, 
L. Sims, L. M. Thigpen, B. M. Bender, R. M. McMillan 
and others, October 28, 195k-> Rose Hill, Mississippi. 
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The living conditions of the families interviewed 
seem to he very low in light of the available facilities 
which can be obtained for the improvement of living status. 
The expressed need of the xnterviewees is greater purchas­
ing power. 
It was seen that the deepfreeze units were being 
used to contribute to the health of the families who owned 
them by the providing of fresh fruits and vegetables the 
year round. The families who owned washing machines were 
very happy to tell how much time and energy were saved by 
the use of this household appliance. The television sets 
referred to in Table VII were free gifts won by a member of 
the two families that owned them. The bathroom facilities 
mentioned in this table are considered encouraging improve­
ments in living conditions of the three families who pos­
sess them. In order to obtain modern bathroom facilities 
it was necessary for these families to install electrical 
water pumps. Eleven families have outdoor toilets. Twelve 
of the twenty-six families interviewed or more than forty-
six per cent have no bathroom or toilet facilities. 
During the interview fourteen of the respondents, 
or more than fifty per cent expressed a desire to purchase 
home conveniences if larger incomes could be obtained.1^" 
"^Based on interviews with Mistresses K. S. Beal, 
S. L. Williams, 0. L. Sims, M. L. Thigpen, H. L. Morris, 
and others, October 28, l95k-> Rose Hill, Mxssxssippi. 
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Table VIII shows the amount of Income for the year 
of 1953, of the twenty-six families interviewed. 
TABLE VIII 
FAMILY INCOME OF ROSE HILL COMMUNITY 
Family Monthly Income Yearly Income 
xAy $ - ' $2500.00 
xBy 130.00 1750.00 
xCy 125.00 1500.00 
xDy 1500.00 
xEy 125.00 1375.00 
xFy 1200.00 
xGy 225.00 1150.00 
xHy 1100.00 
xly 1075.00 
xJy 130.00 1075.00 
xKy I{_5-00 1000.00 
xLy 975.00 




xQy 10.00 930.00 
xRy 925.00 
xSy 175.00 925.00 
xTy 850.00 
xUy 78.00 750.00 
xVy 675.00 
xWy 125.00 625.00 
xXy 90.00 600.00 
xYy kOO.OO 
xZy 4-00.00 
Totals 26 $11^0.00 $27,080.00 
Mean 107*50 9&7.50 
Median 125.00 950.00 
Range 10.00 to ifOO.OO to 
$25.00 $2500 
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Source of Family Income. The source of income for 
twenty-four families or ninety-two percent of the Rose 
Hill community comes directly from crops grown on the farm. 
Two na tive teachers' and three bus drivers' monthly incomes 
are on a school year of eight months. Three families 
receive pensions each month. Table VIII shows that there 
were fifteen families with incomes between one thousand and 
two thousand dollars, for the year of 1953. Eight of the 
fifteen interviewees whose income were below one thousand 
dollars and three with incomes between one and twelve hun­
dred dollars for 1953 received their only cash income from 
cotton;, six families raised at least two crops for sale; 
three made a profit from poultry products; two families 
sold and hauled pulpwood; and two of three who sold poultry 
worked part-time on the railroad in Clark County. One fam­
ily received cash income from cotton, peanuts, sugar cane, 
p otatoes, dairy products, cattle, poultry products, seasonal 
fruits and nuts. 
Table IX contains the farm crops produced by the 
families of Rose Hill community. 
T%BLE IX 








fugar Cane ^ ay Crops L _ 
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It is seen that twenty-five of the twenty-six fami­
lies interviewed produced cotton* and com; twenty farmers 
grew peas for home consumption. Twelve families produced 
potatoes for home use; ten interviewees reported that they 
had planted a small crop of peanuts while nine had worked a 
small portion of an acre to grow watermelons. Eight fami­
lies planted sugar cane yet only three made syrup from the 
cane. One family harvested hay crops. It is interesting 
to note that only one family out of the twenty-six inter­
viewed received a cash income from a variety of crops and 
livestock. The children of the family that have been engaged 
in modern diversified farming show marked improvement in 
their scholastic achievement.More families could be 
helped to increase their incomes by being taught how to 
become mixed crop growers and to learn more efficient methods 
of farming. 
Table X presents the kind of livestock raised by 
the interviewees and the number of families that raised 
each kind. 
TABLE X 
ROSE HILL COMMUNITY LIVESTOCK 









Kind k families 2b ^ 
lf>See Permanent School Records, $311^ p. 19. 
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Table X shows that all twenty-six families inter­
viewed raised cattle and hogs. Twenty-four of the families 
raised chickens. Two families raised turkeys. 
From questionnaires used in this study the follow­
ing additional information was given; Thirteen of the fam­
ilies raised livestock for home consumption only. Five 
families sold dairy and poultry products. The number of 
cattle raised by the families listed in this table ranges 
from three to seventy head. The number of laying hens 
owned by the families ranges from fifteen to one hundred 
and seventy-five. The number of hogs ranges from two to 
sixteen. 
The families that sold dairy and poultry products 
added from forty-five dollars per month to one hundred and 
twenty-five dollars per month during the spring and summer 
months. The varied amount depended on the kind of products 
to be sold.1̂  It is evident that training in how to obtain 
yearly products from poultry would increase those that own 
poultry and that pointing out the advantages and training in 
raising poultry for cash profits would increase the income 
of a larger number of people in Rose Hill community. 
It appears that greater purchasing power could be 
obtained for the families by raising more livestock to sell. 
Because of the influence of environment on 
Based on Questionnaires, October, 195^• 
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scholastic achievement the writer attempted to ascertain 
the educational level of the parents of the Rose Hill High 
School students. Table XI reflects the information obtained. 
TABLE XI 
EDUCATIONAL LEVEL OP THE ADULTS OP ROSE HILL COMMUNITY 
Question Grade Level Answers 
What is the highest grade you 








Totals Grades 12 Adults l\k 
Median Educational Level o.$ 
The two persons with collegiate training are native 
elementary teachers in the Jasper County Training 
School, Jasper County, Mississippi. 
Educational Status of Adults Who Responded to the 
Questionnaires. Each parent in the Twenty-six homes inter­
viewed answered the question asked in Table XI. A study of 
the responses to the question, "'What is the highest grade 
you reached in school?" A comparison of Tables VIII and XI 
with the permanent records of the students reveals that in 
families where grade level of parents are high, the income 











more interest in their schoolwork. 
The addition of an agricultural and home economics 
program is considered beneficial in any training school. 
To attest its benefits the respondents were asked to eval­
uate services of said teachers. Tables XII and XIII 
reflect their evaluations. 
TABLE XII 
EVALUATION OP SERVICES OP AGRICULTURAL TEACHERS 
Question Response 









EVALUATION OP SERVICES OP HOME ECONOMIC TEACHERS 
Question Response 
How do you value the services of the 












In interpreting answers given to the questions, 
3k 
"How do you value the services of the agricultural 
teacher?" and "How do you value the services of the home 
economics teacher?" the tables seem to show that the 
respondents leplies were based on the competencies and 
skills they though should be derived from any satisfactory 
agricultural and home economics program.1? The replies of 
the interviewees were not made with any attempt to evaluate 
the services received from any individual teacher. 
Table XIV shows the number of respondents who sub­
scribed to newspapers and magazines. 
TABLE XIV 
NUMBER OP NEWSPAPER AND MAGAZINE 
READERS IN ROSE HILL COMMUNITY 
Question Response 






There were twenty-six responses. Two families read 
both newspapers and magazines. Seven families do not read 
newspapers or magazines. It is maintained that reading 
newspapers and agricultural magazines would help these 
"^Based on Questionnaires, October, 19514-* Hose 
Hill, Mississippi. 
35 
families become more familiar with progressive farm methods 
and practices. It is evident that this type of communica­
tion would result in better living conditions in this rural 
community. 
There was no response to the question, "To what 
community club do you belong? " It was said that no clubs 
for adults were organized in the community.1^ 
In view of the information given in the question­
naires and the information gained in interviews it seems 
obvious that the high school should concentrate on an edu­
cational program that will help the people of the Rose Hill 
community to improve living conditions. The students should 
be taught the mechanics of machinery at school and how to 
use the machinery to obtain greater results. The classroom 
teachers should take the responsibility of leadership in 
this training program and call in other consultants when­
ever necessary. Organized clubs promoting improved farm 
technique, home improvement, and higher income levels 
would be an asset in the improvement of the community. In 
September, 1953* only two organized clubs existed lor 
youth participation in the school. There were no clubs 
for adults. The writer was instrumental in the organization 
Based on interviews with Messris. Oscar Beal, 
Chester Thigpen, Elmo Campbell, and Beck Sims, Octobe 3 > 
1951|., Rose Hill, Mississippi. 
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0f four clubs for youth at the school and helped to re­
organize a youth fellowship club at the church for the 
participation of youth of any faith. A need for organized 
clubs for adults was expressed by the interviewees, 
through these clubs help could be given to adults on meth­
ods of improving the living conditions in the Rose Hill 
community. 
In Table III, a total of one hundred and fourteen 
children, between the ages of three and eighteen, were 
shown to have belonged to the twenty-six families inter­
viewed. Only fifty-six of these children live at home. 
The reasons given by the parents for their children leaving 
were unsatisfactory social and economical conditions. In­
creased family income which has been found to be insuffi­
cient to maintain the families, would be a step in the 
right direction toward keeping the children living at home. 
Children will be encouraged to remain at home when the home 
is comfortable and attractive. Table IV, reveals that 
nine families have one fire each by which their entire 
homes are heated. Twenty-one of the fifty-six children who 
have remained at home live in these homes heated by one 
fire. Adults, organized into farm and home improvement 
clubs, would be helped in keeping their children at home by 
the use of lectures and demonstrations that have as their 
aim the significance of how to make and keep the home a 
comfortable place in which to live. 
The parents need help In the selection and the 
purchasing of goods. Observation at the time of the inter­
view revealed that skillful aid in how and what to buy 
would aid the improvement and attractiveness of their 
homes# lable VII has shown that two families have tele­
vision sets which were won by chance tickets. To create 
in the families the importance of owning a television set 
would help to furnish a source of audio-visual education 
for all members of the families. 
In order to provide the homes with more conveniences 
it will be necessary to instruct the families in ways of 
increasing their incomes. Prom information submitted in 
Table IX, it can be seen that the growing and selling of 
diversified crops on a large scale would furnish the fami­
lies with greater purchasing power. The raising of more 
livestock for sale would afford an additional source of 
income for the people of the Rose Hill community. 
CHAPTER IV 
CONCLUSION 
The purpose of this study is: (1) To study the use 
of available facilities that affect the standards of living 
among the families in the Rose Hill community, and (2) to 
suggest ways of improving the living conditions of the 
families of Rose Hill, Mississippi. (3) To determine to 
what extent the families appraised the effectiveness of the 
professional services rendered to the families and to 
determine where these services can best be rendered in 
order to improve the economic and social status of the 
Rose Hill community. 
An analysis of the data obtained from the question­
naires reveals that the mean acreage owned by the twenty-
six families was 71.11. The median acreage was fifty. The 
range extends from twenty-five to one hundred and fifty 
acres. The number of members in each family range from 2 to 
9. There are three farms of fifty acres each, a family with 
nine members, that belong in each home; live on these farms. 
It requires scientific farming to provide enough farm prod­
ucts from the limited acreage in cultivation by these 
families to support them for a year. These families do not 
have sufficient funds to grow crops without the aid of 
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financial loans. There are two families who own television 
sets, both of which were obtained by gifts. 
Interesting enough, no family has purchased a tele­
vision set for the value it could afford the entire family 
in entertainment and education. It appears, then, that the 
lack of funds to purchase the needed home conveniences is 
responsible for the small number of persons who own them. 
It has been shown in this study that the median 
school grade level of this rural community is only 6.5. In 
recognition of the prevailing belief that a person should 
achieve the fifth grade level to be considered as function­
ally literate, it is very desirable that an adult education 
program be developed to improve educational and vocational 
competencies of these people. It is, also, believed that 
organized clubs, reading or more newspapers and magazines 
together with any cooperative service the school can afford 
would help these people to better their living condition. 
It is believed that the county farm agent should co­
operate with the vocational agricultural and home economics 
teachers in providing families with information and demon­
strations on how to engage successfully in diversified farm­
ing which would increase their crop production and income. 
At harvest time when loans are paid, or partially paid, 
very little is left on which members of the families may 
live. The above conditions have caused many of the older 
child-ren in the families to seek employment away from home 
in order to help pay the family debts and to help provide 
provisions for those who remained at home. On the six 
sharecroppers' farms there are twenty-five persons who are 
depended upon the one hundred-forty acres of cultivated 
land for a livelihood. These families are required to pay 
the landowners one third of all grain crops grown in a 
year and one-fourth of cotton crops grown. These tenants 
were compelled to borrow money to furnish food and supplies 
on which to live while growing their crops. 
It would seem that the number of home conveniences 
reported was all that could be afforded from the incomes 
earned by the families. It may be noted that these con­
veniences are considered as necessities by the families 
that use them. Twenty-three families were shown to have 
electricity but only fifteen owned refrigeration of any 
kind. Five householders have both deepfreeze and refrig­
erators. It seems that the number who own washing machines 
is small considering the time and energy saved by the use 
of this appliance. 
The county home demonstration agent should assist 
the girl's Ip-H club and women's home or garden club. The 
students need motivation by instructors to help them under­
stand their surroundings and to appreciate it. Students 
could be helped by being taught methods of modern farming, 
by teaching them concerning the kind of machinery best 
suited to use lor their type of fanning and then teaching 
them how to use that machinery. Instruction should be 
given to students on crops that are best adapted to their 
type of soil. Ihe youth should be taught how to prepare 
the soil for planting, and how to cultivate the crops. 
Adults could be greatly benefited by clubs where 
programs of common interest could be presented and discussed. 
It is presumed that the county agents would furnish leader­
ship needed for the organization and supervision of the 
adult club. 
There is without doubt, an urgent need for more 
recreational facilities to meet the social and health needs 
of the Rose Hill community. 
On the basis of information presented in this study 
the following recommendations are submitted for establishing 
an adequate program for community improvement in Rose Hill, 
Mississippi: 
1. That careful consideration be given to the kind of 
improvement which is needed in this area. 
2. That the teachers, county agents, and preachers 
of the community become more enterprising and 
imaginative in their efforts to aid in the solu­
tion of problems faced by the Negro families in 
Rose Hill community. 
3. That the people of the community be organized into 
groups based on interests and felt needs. 
k2 
ij., That the interest clubs outline realistic programs 
designed to improve the living conditions of the 
people in the Rose Hill community. 
5. That the New Farmers of Merica be organized for 
boys and I4.-H clubs be organized for boys and girls. 
6. That the county farm agent and agricultural teacher, 
that the county home demonstration and home eco­
nomics teacher work together in providing informa­
tion and inspiration to youths and adults who 
participate in programs for community uplift. 
7. That the school staff cooperate with community, 
and county workers in organizing recreational 
activities for the community. 
8. That club members attend or send representatives 
to communitywide meetings and to district and 
state organizations to obtain and provide new 
ideas and improvement of agricultural products. 
9. That farmers be informed of, and encouraged to 
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QUESTIONNAIRE 
NaJIie Address Date of Blrth 
1. Do you own your home? Yes 
2. What is the size of your farm? 
3. How many rooms are there in your home? 
No 
!}.• How many children are there in your family? 
5. How many of your children live in your home? 
6. Is there fire in each room? Yes No 
7. Is there a light in each room? Yes No 
8. What kind of fuel do you use for heat? 
Wood Gas Coal 
9. Do you use electricity? Yes No 
10. Are you and your spouse living together? Yes No 
11. What is your monthly or yearly income? Mo. Yr. 
12. Name any type of modern farm equipment you have. 
13. Do you own a tractor? Yes No_ 
llj-. What kind of transportation do you have? Wagon 
Automobile Truck None 
15. To what community club do you belong? 
L6. DO you value the service of the vocational agricul­
tural teacher? Yes No_ 
1-7• Do you value the services of the home economics 
teacher? Yes No 
18. To which newspaper do you subscribe? 
19.  To which magazine do you subscribe? 
20. How many acres do you have in cultivation? 
21. How many acres do you have in pastureland? 
22. What kind of crops do you grow? 
23. Do you raise livestock? (State number and kind) 
2I4.. Name the sources of your income. 
25. Check the home conveniences that you own. 
Refrigerator Deep Freeze 
Washing Machine Radio Television 
Bathroom 
26. Check the highest grade reached in school: 
First Second Third Fourth Fifth Sixth 
Seventh Eighth Ninth Tenth Eleventh 
Twelfth First year college Second year 
college Third year college Fourth year college 
